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Saturday, December 9- Holy Eucharist 5:00 pm, Pizza @ Seasons

Sunday, December 10 -Morning Prayer 800 am
C&C&Adult Ed 915~ 10-15am
Holy Eucharist 10-:30 am
Christmas Cookie Exchange follounng the 10:30 worship
Monday, December 11-Vestry Meeting 7-00 pm
Tuesday, December 12 -Food Pantry 10:00 am— 11:30 am
NA Meeting 7:30 pm
Wednesday, December 13 - A4 Meefing 6:30 pm
Saturday, December 16 - Virtuous Ladies of Africa Presentation at
Elkton Presbyterian 3:30 pm
Holy Eucharist 5:00 pm, Pizza @ Seasons
Sunday, December 17-Morning Prayer 8:00 am
C&C&Adult Ed 915~ 10-15am
Holy Eucharist 10:30 am
Tuesday, December 19- Food Pantry 10-:00 am— 11:30 am
NA Meeting 7:30 pm
Wednesday, December 20-44 Meefing 6:30 pm
Thursday, December 21- Women's Fun Day 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service 7-00 pm
Saturday, December 23 - NO SERVICE Decorating the church
Sunday, December 24 - Morning Prayer 800 am
C&C&Adult Ed 915 10-15am
Holy Eucharist 10-30 am
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 9:00 pm
Pre-service music starts 8:30 pm
Tuesday, December 26 -NA Mseiing 730 pm
Wednesday, December 27- AA Meeiing 6:30 pm
Saturday, December 30- Holy Eucharist 5:00 pm, Pizza & Seasons
Sunday, December 31 -Morning Prayer 800 am
C&C & Adult Ed. 9:15- 10-15am
Holy Eucharist 10:30 am

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

-
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Sentor Warden's Message

December 15 a season
of paradoxes - as the hturgical
year begins, the calendar year
comes to a close; we are
entening the season of the
longest mghts but many
buildings are illuminated with
twinkling lights; it 15 a fime of
great anficipation and celebra-
tion for some, yet a time of
great sadness for others.

As you have leamed. I
enjoy the frappings and
symbols of hiturgy. There are
50 many meaningful images
associated with Christmas and
here are a few:

- Angels ate messengers, often
fmumpeting, announcing the
birth of our Lord and proclaim-
Ing peace on earth an

goodwill to men.

- Bells are used to mark time or
communicate something

- Mother Mary looks lovingly
at her Son who 15 m swaddling
clothes laying n a manger.

- Joseph, the canng father with
his staff, keeps vigil and
protects his Son and wife.

-Holly —“The s s of
the leaves help to recall the

crown of thoms wom by Jesus;

the red bemes serve as a re-
minder of the drops of bleod
that were shed for salvation.
and the shape of the leaves,
which resemble flames. can
serve to reveal God's burning
love for his people.”

- Poinsertias with their red
leaves remind us of eternal life
and Chnst's redemption

- Evergreens are sturdy and
hold their color throughout the
bleakest season and remund us
of God's steadfastness.

- Wise Men/Magi, astrologers/
priests from afar, present gold,
a precious metal, representing
His kingship; frankincense. a
perfume, symbolizing His
prestly role; and myrth, an
anointing oil, prefiguring his
death and embalmmg

- Candy Canes — “The hard
candy reminds us that Jesus is
our rock. The cane shape
reminds us of a shepherd 's
staff and the shepherds that
came to worship Jesus. It also
reminds us of how Jesus came
into the world to be a shepherd

Convention (2) We are seeking nominees to serve as Alternates for zoug/Delegates for 20z20.
The Diocesan Convention is typically held the last Fnday & Saturday of February at

the Hyatt in Cambndge, MD. It is a great way to learn about all that 1s going on mn cur

Diocese. If you are interested in serving and wish to learn more, please contact Mary Helen,

Gayle, Ross, Cheryl, or Heid1

Vestry (3)/We are seeking 3 candidates — one term will expire in 2020 and the other two terms
will expire in zoz1. If you are interested in serving and wish to learn more about the position,

NOMINEES SOUGHT

please contact any of the current Vestry Members.

of hus people. The upside-down,

candy cane forms the letter '
“Y" and reminds us of the na#;r
of Jesus which medns sl

‘God saves_” The ™
peppermint flav i
remunds us of ‘ml =
the gift of spices”,
from the Wise Men.
The white candy
reminds us of purity
and holiness. It recalls the
virgin birth of Christ, the
sinless hife of Chnst and the
holy life that Jesus wants his
people to live. The color
red remuinds us that Jesus
became a real flesh and blood
man and spilled his bleed to
save his people. The stmpes
remind us of the lashes Jesus
received when he suffered for
us and ultimately bore our sins
that we might be healed ™
May your chenshed
memornes of this season bnng
rou of ha s, and may you
%ml }:u:ranzgI Pa]:;ldejgn} this season.
Merry Christmas!

~Heidi
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Happy Birthday December Babies

6 Jonathon Wood

12 Christopher Wafula

16 Joan-Marie P. Parker
21 Beverly Tozer

11 Dwight Hair

16 Libby
25 Rachel Der
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Planned Giving — Legacy Gifts

Thank you for your engoing commitment to support
Trinity’s mssion through your time, talent, and
treasure. Some have asked about planned giving,
which may give you the opporiunity to provide
further sigmficant support for our mission. Beyond
that, these types of charitable mving tools can
provide benefits to you and your loved ones. For
mstance:

* You can make a gift using appreciated secunties
and realize larger fax savings than if you had used
cash.

* You can make a gft that costs you nothing
during your hifetime and lasts forever.

*  You can make a gift that pays vou income for
Life.

* You can preserve your estare for your children
and at the same time deliver years of income to help
Trinity.

*  You can donate your house, take a tax deduchon,
and contimue to live in if rent-free.

You can tum surplus life insurance coverage into a

?J-lﬂe-re are vanous types of Legacy Gafts:

Beguests Specific, Residual, or Contingent: A mift
through your Will of personal assets such as cash or
other property. Bequests can be a set amount,
residue of the estate, or a final ophion. Receipt 13
155ued to your estate. Bequests are arranged through
a lawvyer. If you do not wish to rewnte your Will, a
lawyer can prepare a codicil to be attached to your
current Will.

Publicly Listed Securities: Gifts of secunties traded
on prescribed stock exchanges. Feceipt will be
135ued upon valuation of the received gift.
Transferable through your broker or financial
advisor.

IRAs: A donation of all or a portion of any retire-
ment find remaiming at death The easiest way to
oft these 15 to allocate Tnmity as the beneficiary of
the investment; or retirement funds may be wnitten
mto your Will - please seek the advice of your pro-
fessional advisor. Nefe: Anmual Requred Mim-
mum Distnbutions can also be gifted to Tnmty,
which offers tax savings to you.

Life Insurance Policy: If you are the policy owner,
you could designate Trimity as the beneficiary. If
you designate Tnmity as the policy owner, the fully
paid life msurance policy would be mven to Tnmty.
The present value 15 elimble for a tax receipt, ora
policy with premiums currently being pad by the
donor 1s eligible for a tax receipt anmually. A hfe
msurance broker 15 able to allocate Tnnity as
beneficiary of a pelicy or arrange to change the poli-
cy owner to Tnmty. Life insurance may be gifted m
a Will, but generally falls outside of the Will/estate.
A lawyer should be consulted if mftmg life msur-
ance through a Will.

Gifts of Assets: A donation of assets, instead of cash.
Tangble property includes most things within a per-
son’ s possession such as collections, art, equipment,
furnishings, household items, etc. Gifts-In-Kind
may be given at any time or as a bequest In your
Will. A lawvyer can prepare a codicil to be attached
to your current Will.

Real Estate/Property: The transfer of property (land
and buildings) to Tnmty, the value 15 determined by
the fair market value of the property at the ime of
transfer or the sale proceeds of the property. Receipt
15 15sued upon the change of fitle to Tomaty or sale of
the property. It can be given as a current zift. a
future frust, or a bequest i your Will. Acceptance of
a gift of property will be subject to a full property
assessment including an environmental survey, if
requured. Please consult with an attomey about such
a gift.




Fundraising & Capital Campaign

This fundraismg and capital campaign goes beyond our
Operating Budget. Your generous pledges support our
Operating Budget, and we truly appreciate your generosi-
ty shown through your pledges for 2013. However, the
Vestry confimues to look for ways to raise funds to
expand and support the nussion of our church. If you
have any thoughts, please share them with us. If you
hear of any opportumties (1.e. programs, grants, etc ),
please let us know about them.

E-giving, ways to give electronically on-line or through
credit cards, seems to be popular. Let us know 1if you
would be mterested mn e-giving and we will look mto 1t.

We also are beginming a capital campaign. As you know,
we are blessed to have lustonical buldings, but with them
come the responsibility to maintain and preserve these
physical assets, which 15 a continous process. The
funding for this is not included in our Operating Budget
but is addressed through our Renovation Fund. Recently.
the rectory was without heat. We have received 4 bids to
address thas situation and. this week, the Vestry met and
decided that the boiler will be replaced immediately and
in the spring we will address new window A/C umits. We
had considered mstalling a new cenfral heating and
air-conditiomng system with ductwork, but it was
determined that was not financially prudent. We are
currently mvestigating the lack of heat in the choir room.
As you know, we recently addressed the slate repairs for
the Parish House and church roofs, but within 13-20
years we will need to replace them. In the spring we will
replace the Pansh House's asphalt shingle roof and
asbestos siding. There are also spots of rotten wood nm
& crosses, msty flashing, efc. that will eventually need to
be addressed. We hope that you will help us with this
endeavor, and more mmformation about the campaign will
be forthcoming.

Invite, Welcome, Connect

“Invite Welcome Connect, created by Mary Parmer and
developed through the Episcopal Diocese of Texas
Newcomer Mmstry Project, 15 a transformational
ministry that quﬁps and empowers clergy and lay
leaders to cultivate intentional practices of evangelism,
hospitality, and connectedness rooted 1n the Gospel
imperative to "Go and make disciples of all nations’

(Matthew 28:19).7

On Sept. 16, Mary Huber and Heidi attended a workshop
presented hﬂr Mary Parmer about this initiative as it is
pertinent to the work we are doing at Trimity. Heidi
shared her notes with the Vestry and met with Diane and
Bill to discuss it further, plus the Coffee and Conversa-
fion group intends to take a role in msttuting some of the
1deas.

Below, I will outline some of the work ad what we have
accomplished thus far. For more info_, 1deas, and check-
lists, please check out www invitewelcomeconnect com.
Invite - Evangelism

“Invitation 15 not only about mviting people mto a
relabionship with you and others in your congregation,
but rather it 15 about mvihng them into a relationship
with God through Jesus.™

We have med to reach out to the commumnity through
articles in the Cecil Whig and invitations to other church-
es for our special events. We have a m-fold brochure
and scon we will have business cards. Two generous
members donated the funds for the feather sigm
advertising our Saturday services. This also includes
each of us 1ssung personal invitations to our fnends,
fanuly. and co-workers to jomn us at church.

Welcome - Hospitality

“Welcoming the stranger 1s welcoming Jesus. Jesus paid
attention to what was gomng on around him and especially
to those people he encountered on a daily basis. He
modeled for us a new way of seemng the other - the way
of love, compassion, and forgiveness. ©

Our greeters and ushers have done a very good job m this
aspect. They greet newcomers with a smile, encourage
folks to sign the guest book, and mnvite them to Coffee
Hour. Many in our congregation make an effort to speak
with the newcomers. Plus, we have made an exira effort
to make the church more welmmj.ug to visitors and
newcomers. We have posted signs within the church and
information pertinent to those who are unfamiliar with
our customs and faciliies has been included m our
bulletins. Fecently, we made more space at the enfrance
to the church and have made accessible seating for those
with mobility 1ssues. We are considenng ways fo

IMprove campus signage.
Connect - Assimilafion

“Connection 15 giving meaning to membership and
discovering the gifts of the people. Connection helps the
newcomer answer these questions: Where do I fit
in? Can I make friends in this church? Is there room for
me relationally? Does this church need me? Can I find a
place to belong and serve? Am I safe here?”

We have many active minisinies related to outreach,
commumity service, and hiturgy, plus the Brothethood
and Women of Tomity provide opportunities for
socialization. We try to balance encouraging folks to get
involved but not overwhelming them by askmng too

much. We are very fortunate to have newcomers who
have gotten involved m the hfe of the church. All of us

have gifts and we are pleased when you share them Qur
challenge 15 fo be sure that all who want to parhcipate
feel welcome to do so and to allow those who need a
break or a change to take one.

4



Stewardship Update

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

As of December 5, Tnmity has received 30
pledges totaling $70.248. Last year there were
34 pledges totaling $65 804. Both years 10
pledges were increased. Thanks also to those
who do not pledge but generously support
Trimty.

Trity has a deficit budget this year and
anticipates a deficit budget for 2018. Your
confinued mcreased financial support 1s critical
for sustammg Trmity’'s finances. Hopefully,
2018 will see an increased revemue from fumd

raising events and mcreased membership that
will build a better financial base for 2019.

~Richard Lemen
Stewardship Char

The Congregation & Community are
Invited to a Blue Christmas
Service

Trimity Episcopal Church, will be
offering a "Blue Christmas” service Thursday,
December », at 7:00 p.m. Not everyone
experiences the holidays as a time of joy and
cheer. This service offers a respite for those
dealing with the death of a loved one, facing
life after divorce or separation, coping with
the loss of a job, living with cancer or some
other illness, and a number of other human
situations that make the parties and jowality
painful for many in the church and
COMIMUNIty.

The date coincides with the feast day
of St. Thomas the Apostle which invites
connections between Thomas's struggle to
believe the tale of Jesus' resurrection, the long
nights just before Christmas, and the struggle

with darkness and gref faced by those hiving
with loss.

We had our 1st lighting of the creche on
December 2. after our 5:00 pm
service. After caroling, we enjoyed a
lovely reception of cookies, hot chocolate
and fellowship.
v

Thahks to
all who
made this
event
successful!!
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Larry Parker, archivist, Susan Burkholder, photography, Carol Cummings,
m:hntﬁmng,l‘lmﬂﬂi.hngﬂ Iehﬂg,mﬂm_ﬂelf,uhmnntt

Eﬂmﬂhﬂiﬂlphmmlh!lhu:ﬂhmnﬂ!m he
Tiding= that we beheve vou will find mteresting. The Tidings pres ik
will not be in chronological order as we are shll pomg through several
records. Hans wall put Tnmity”s listory and other documents on fhe T
web-site. Carol 15 plannimg on framing and hanging some pictures m the
office. When completed zll documents selected will be on a dise for
retneval as nesded. We also hope to have copies of vanous documents
accessible to church membership and others who are inferested. We wnll
contactng the Cecl County Histoncal Society, Dhocese of Easton, and the
Cecl Whg.
~Fachard Lemen
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1832

Early in 1832 an organization was effected under the name of “Trinity Church”. The
lot upen which the first Trinity Church was erected was deaded to the Vestry by Sam-
uel Hollingsworth and his wife on the 8th day of August, in the same year. On Friday,

November 23, of that vear, Bishop Stone consecrated a frame church, by the name of
Trinity, in Eltkon.

1860-67

During this period the congregation had grown to the point where a larger building
was needed. The present church was consecrated by Bishop Kerfoot of Pittsburgh
on St. Barnabas' Day, 1867. '

1871

In 1871, Trinity Parish separated from North Elk Parish, and included not only the
town of Elkton, but the entire northeast corner of the state.

18046

A disastrous fire in this year destroved the chancel and sanctuary. The repairs made
necessary by this fire wore the last major improvements to the church building.

19404
Trinity Parish House was built.

1941

The upatairs of the Parish House was finished and provided a room for the education of
the amaller children.

19563

In 1953 it became evident that more room was needed for our expanding church
achool and other activities pertaining to a fast growing Parish. The Wells Organiza-
tion was contacted to conduct a canvass whereby money could be raised over a period
of three years for a new Rectory and an addition to the Parish House. There is now a
home for our Rector, beautiful, modern and convenient, and a modern Parish House,
with rooms apart for the very voung children, rooms for older students and adulta, of-
fice for the Rector, in which the church records are kept, room for the Vestry meetings
and a modern kitchen.

1957

Next year, 1957, Trinity Parizsh will celebrate the One Hundreth and Twenty Fifth
Anniversary of its founding. A committee is now at work on plans for this event,
likely to be held Trinity Sunday. It is hoped that this will be a brilliant affair, not only
at Trinity Church but an outstanding event in the Diocease of Easton.



‘Flower Donation

If you would (ike to make a
donation to the decoration of the
Altar and Church nave for the
Christmas Eve Service, please
complete this form and bring it to
the Church by next Sunday, December 17=.

Enclosed a check for §

for flowers i memory of ___ AN SN

o7 ds @ Thank offering for

St At Mt A b bl bt fed

Phmie numiber

Vigil Candle Sponsorship

You can sponsor the Vigil candle for a week for a donation of $10.00.

This sponsorship is to the Glory of God, and can be in memory of, or in
thanksgiving for people or events in your life. Simply fill out this form and
drop 1t off or mail it to the church office, along with your donation of $10.00.”

Name Phone

[ would hike to sponsor the Vigil Candle for the week of

to the Glory of God, and in memory of

or in thanksgiving for




Prayers are asked for
Barbara Joe Heimberger r
Randy Bill Jackson
Jacob Asroff Kathy Koslak
Dustin Bartow Elizabeth Lane
Hamid Basil Margaret Long
Bob Boulden Victoria Marsh
Pam Boulden Kate Miles
Robert Burchett George Miller |
Marion Conner Susan Orr ;
Goldie Cook Richard Palmer,
Jesse Cugini
Donna H. Dellinger
Deborah Edwards
Alan Fenson
Shawnda Fenson Linda Rawlings
Judy Fisher Jane Sichangi
Mike Fossler Geri Simons
Eve Glaniz Carroll Smith
Dan Graham Befsy Spina
Margaret Graham Andy Stansfield
Eric Hearn Marlene Thompson

.

The blessings of peace,

the beauty of hope,
the spirit of love,
the comfort of faith.
May this be your gifts
this Christmas season.

T




