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The Reverend Dr. Nicholas N. Slchangx

Mg faith Journeg:
A reflection on my Sabbatical.

When Jane | decided to take a sabbatical,

we had one thing in mind to sPend time
reﬂectmg on our faith | Joumeg It is over
thlrtg -one years in the ordained mmls’crg
and in those thlrt3~one years we have
served seven Parishes of which each
Parish was sPeciaI and unique tous. |
remember when | was Freshlg ordainecl, I
was Pos’ce& toserveina Parish which had
thirtg -seven congregations and how |
managecl was Just bg faith and the grace
of God.

THSJoumeg began when I was in hlgh
school when I committed my I life to Chrls‘c

and accepted Him as Lord and Savior of
my life. 1t was January 198 when | met
Ragmond Bass Dwight then a teacher at
Kabarak Higlﬁ school in Nakuru, Kenya.
Dwight introduced me to a group of
students’ ge”owship which was led ]:)9 a
team from the Navigators. Having gone
through a series of studies | accePtcd
Jesus as Lord and Savior and was
Baptize& at St. Christoplﬁer's Church in
Nakuru, Kenga. It was not easy or
comfortable life because I had to
memorize a scripture each day and as
clags Progresseol the number of scriPtures
increased! Whenever | met Dwight, I had to

recite a” the verses | had learned tha’c



week and explain how ’cheg shade light to
my life. That sharpened my mind in
scriPturcs and the love for the bible.
This was the beginning of my faith
Journey. Former Archbishop Rowan
Williams calls it “the new begirming of

God’s creative Work.”

The new humani’cg, “God’s creative work”
that | received has not alwags been casy
or 1 could claim to have control over it. It
has been a humanitg that has alwags
been at risk hence seeking the hand of
God alwags and sceking Jesus in the
sugering world.

Growing out of that neecl, | needed a
communitg to belong. I needed brothers
and sisters of the same mind where |
could draw support in this newfound
faith “Christian life” so that | can learn
what commitment to the Christian life
means. This led me ’tojoin the Anglican
Revival Kenga (Ark ministries) and later
joined the East African Revival
Movement. This broughtjog in my heart
because as Archbislwop Rowan Williams
once wrote, “there is no way of beinga
Christian without being in the
neighborhoocl of other Christians. Bad
news for many, because other Christians
can be so difficult! But that is what the

New Testament tells us uncompromisinglg:

To be with Jesus is to be where human
sugering and Pain is to be found, and it is
also to be with other human bcings who
are invited to be with Jesus. And that,
says the New Testament, is a gi{:t as well
as sometimes a strugle and an

embarrassment.”

Because we are intertwined with one
another in this Fe”owship, we draw
suPPort and love from each other. We
become what Paul calls in Philippians 2:2,
being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in sPirit and of one mind. In this
neighborhood, those who are invited to
be with Christ Jesus are reminded to
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus,
meaning Putting the interest of others
first. (Philippians 2:45). This is what
drew me into the above movements and
became my newfound Fami!g. Though |
clisagreed with some “teaclﬁings” of the
Ark ministries and East African Revival
movements like, “shaving the beards and
not wearingjeans,” but in their
weaknesses theg Practicec! alife of
prayer and lived out the gi?ts that God
had given them. John H. Westerhoff calls
this kind of life as being “infused with
Christ’s character and empowerecl to be
Christ’s reconciling presence in the

world.”



For many, especia”g like the saints
before us, when we reject one way of life
and make a faithful attachment of our
minds, hearts, and wills to an alternative
way of life, as says Wcsterhog, IS
choosinga dangerous Path. This Path IS
clangerous because the powers that are
unleashed with the newness of life
confront the Prcsent realitg, hence
threatening the old arrangement. When
Jesus takes control of a Person’s life, he
shutters the functioning of that Person’s
reali’cg. In other words, as Paul puts it, itis
no longer that person in control of his/
her life, but Christ is. (Galatian 2:20)
When we live accor&ing to the purpose
and Plan of God, we are given power to
create life that we would have not
imaginecl. Power to transform and in
doing SO we cause upheavals. The power
of death is set loose. The newness of life
that is caused bg Christ can be a threat
to the existing establishment and so
those in power will try to ProoF the
irrelevancg and the clanger that this can

cause to the cxisting sgstem.

In1885-188/, young Christian and Muslims
were killed in Uganda because theg
chose to defend their faith. About 22
Catholics and 23 Anglican were murdered
under the order of the king (Kabaka
Mwanga). The word Kabaka means King.

Under the rule of Kabaka Mutesa,
Christians were tolerated and had the
freedom to Progess their new found faith.
But this was not the case with Kabaka
Mwanga who was the son of Kabaka
Mutesa. Under Kabaka Mwanga, many
Christians were burnt to death because
theg refused to recant their Christian
faith. Some were Publiclg beheaded
before theg were burnt. The Public
execution was meant to cub the sPreacl
of Christianitg in Buganda king&om, but
this couldn’t deter People from this new
wave. DesPite the fact these inhuman
acts were carried out in many parts of
Bugan&a kingdom, Namugongo became a
famous site where many Christians in
Bugancla were murdered. Many believers
died horrible deaths. To some, their
bodies were sPeared, cut into Pieces and
scattered) others were tied with banana
leaves and burnt alive while others
volunteered to be killed. To those like
Mathias Kalemba Mulumba who
requestecl to be executed right away
instead of being clragged to the
execution grouncls at Namugongo

Permission were granted.

In honor of the Uganclan martyrs, a
Shrine was built at Namugongo, now the
Catholic Basilica and others were laid to

rest at Mengo-KamPala where St. Paul’s



Namirembe Anglican Cathedral is
situated. In our quest to learn more
about our ?aithjourneg) Jane and |
visited Ugan&a and had a Privilege of
visiting the Namirembe graves of
Uganclan Anglican martyrs which
included the first black martgr recorded-
Joseph Balikuddembe Mukasa and
Bishop James Hannington. Besides
visiting the cemetery, we had the
oPPortunitg to worship at Namirembe
Cathedral on October 22 2025, ltwas a
blessing to be at Namirembe and we will
alwags treasure these moments. We will
alwags remember that ourjourneg of
faith does not guarantee us a special
status but makes us open our hearts to
the sPiri’c and Love of God and be reaclg

for the threat caused bg the sugering
humanitg.

A humble thank you goes to all our
shared ministry vestries, and our
Parishioners who grantecl us the
sabbatical so that we could spend time
reﬂec’cing onour Faithjoumeg and also
look at the lives of the great saints in
Ugancla and all other saints that have
gone before us in this life. This gives us
an assurance that we are not alone and
like the saints before us we shall dread a
&angerous Path) but this is also the way
to eternal life. UPon our return, we were
welcomed bg the words) “welcome home
Fr. Nicholas and Jane.” Indeed we are at
home. What ajog it is to be home.
Shalom

Father Nicholas

Christmas Eve Worship Services

Sunclag, December 24th
8:00 am Moming Prager

10:30 am Ho|9 Eucharist & Music

8:00 pm Canc”elight Service
Ho|9 Eucharist
Special Music starts at 7:50 pm



Donation for the HelP Center

We are co“ecting new or gentlg used
winter coats, gloves, hats, and scarves.
There is a Christmas box in the
back of the church.

Let’s fill it up before December 17.

Diocesan Convention

Mary Katharine Hitchcock and Carri
Birdsall have gracious|9 agreecﬂ to attend
the 2024 Diocesan Convention as our
dclcgates. It's important that Trinity have
rcpresentatives at the convention to keep us
appraised of what is happening in the
diocese.

Thanks, ladies!

Happy December Birthdag
6 Jonathon Wood Il Dwight Hair
12 Chrigtopher Wafula
|4 Mike Dolidoro 16 Libby Keefer
16 Joan Marie Parker 25 Leila Saab

SAVE-A-TAPE-PROGRAM

By using your Redners’ card each time you
Purchase merchandise at Redners your receiPt
will be clesignated as save-a-tape. Trinity will
receive one Percent of the total. Please continue
bringinggour tapes inand Place them in the
envelope on the bulletin board in the Parish house
or in the back of the church. Mang thanks.

| etter

Dear folks at Elkton Trinity,

We were very grate?ul for the yummy
Thanksgiving basket you gave us. My fiance,
Mark Andrichgn) and I felt blessed bg the fact
that it existed and the thoughhculness that went
into the ingredicnts.

Thejog shown by those ladies, both on the
Phone and in person, convegecl to us that theg
weren”cjus’c c]oing as the Bible teaches; theg
gcarned to serve Jesus! Reminder (to us) again

O]C }’IOW abundant GOCI’S lOVC ]COI" us is.

PS. | especia”g like the verse that says
Thanksgivi ng leftovers are great!
thank youl!

Lisa McHenry

Creche set up

Fellow Brothers and Volunteer Parishioners,

A sPecial thanks to Paul Arbour, Hans
Naxczinger, Larry Parker, Bill Smith, Gordon
Tozer, Father Nicholas, Janet Franklin, and Mike
Polidoro. Your time and effort to assist in the
setup of Trinity Church Creche on Friclag)
December Ist was greatlg aPPreciated.

The effort was onlg Possible due to your
Participation and will again serve the community
as our seasonal reminder of Advent and the
Christmas Holidag.
Regards,
Bill

VESTRY MINUTES POSTED
on the Vestry Board in the Parish House. If you have

any c]uestions, Please ask a Vestry Member.



New Bulletin Board Bhotog

You might have noticed that all the photographs of Trinity parighionerg have been
removed from the bulletin board in the Parigh Houge. Cheryl Lee and Jane Ayers
will be creating a new Trinity Family bulletin board with your help. All the old photog
will be added to our church's archives and we will be putting up new photos of all
our memberg.

You have two choices for your photo. [f you have a favorite, recent photo of
yourgelf and would like ug to uge it, please give it to Jane or Cheryl. (You aleo may
put it in the Altar Guild mailbox or mail it to the chureh.) [f you are having a photo
printed out, the size we are uging is 4" by 6". Otherwige, over the next few weeks,
we will be taking photog during coffee hours or at other functions. Thanke to
everyone for your help with thig project!

"Say cheege!"
Cheryl Lee

COFFEE TIME

All are welcome after the 10:50 worshi[:) service
» for a time of Fe”owshil:) with refreshments in the

Parish House.

| | HOSTING COFFEE HOUR If you would

| like to host coffee hour the sign-up sheet is
hanging under the bulletin board in the Parish
house. Pair up with a co-host and sPIi’c the
\‘:». J; duties. Hosting is simplel Bring a snack, brew

| coffee and set uP/clean up. Coffee, cups,

cutlerg, Platcs and napkins are suPPIie&.

Larry Parker ot coffee hour



AE\’ENT is a gift of time. It is a season of

anticipation, transformation, and simple waiting, If we
embrace and dive into that time to slow down and be
still, our presence to God deepens. Open yourself up to
develop your faith in this time of preparation through
spiritual practices, reading the Bible, a book study, or
gathering your family around an Advent Wreath. Through
the stillness, Listen to what’s coming and where God is

calling you.

Prayer List

“Our prayers are with all those who are ill, all who are caring for them and all
who are striving to hear the voltce of God in these challenging times.
May God bless you and Reep You, now and always.

Lynn Awnstatt, Mary Helew Atwood, Tim Bennett, Cort campbeLL,
Susle OampbeLL, Lorris Cla Y Ponald Comer, Alan Fenson, Shawnda Fenwsow,
Diane Halr, Dwight Hatr, Brian Hubis, Jenn, Libbg Keefer, Dorothy Kirk,
carol Lee, Paris Mason, Bruce Mayo, Louise Mcelean, Natalie Northow,
David Parker, Larry Parker, Cecelia Polidoro, Robert Powell, Hunter Smith,
and Kyle watsown.

Those who have passed: Beverly Tozer @
Bless O Lord your servant Beverly and may perpetual Light shine upon her.
May she rest eternally with the Saints of God.

Please continue to keep Gordon tn Your thoughts and prayers.

e S — e



Christmas Flower Donation

If you would like to make a donation to the decoration of the
Altar and Church nave for the Christmas Bve Service. Please
complete the form and matl or drop it in the offering plate by
12/12.

Ewnclosed a check/cash for & for flowers in

Memory of

or

Thank offering

Given by

Phone numiber

We are seeking congregation members who would L

like to sing and/or ring bells for the pre-service
music on Christmas Eve. If interested in
sinhging some Christmas Carols or ringing
a bell or two, contact Valerie Reichenbach
ok 302-276-2256 or reichbv@yahoo.com

No musical experiehce necessary,



